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Principal’s Newsletter

Term 3 Week 17

Dear parents, staff, students and interested community members:

Congratulations everyone for making it through to the final week with as much enthusiasm and vibrancy as we
started the year. It has been an incredible journey in which we all (staff, parents, students and community

members) have helped make EtonHouse Wuxi a strong, positive and inspiring learning environment.

The feedback I have received from our community survey (details appear further in this newsletter), indicates the
positive outlook our community has on the staff, the learning programs, the curriculum delivery and the
leadership. I am very proud of what we have achieved over the year and am very excited with the prospects that lie
ahead for next year. We have a very strong teaching and support team, as well as commencing a new look English

as an Additional Language Program and Mandarin Program.

Farewell to some of our staff
One of the critical concepts we are always endeavoring to instill in our students is the ability to manage change in a
positive and constructive way. Schools are an incredibly dynamic environment with programs and people (staff,

students and families) joining us and also sadly leaving us for their next step in their journeys.

We have a number of staff saying farewell to the EtonHouse Family:

Mr. Tony Valentine - MYP Coordinator and Science /Mathematics MYP Teacher
Tony joined the EtonHouse Family 2 years ago and has led the Middle School to
becoming a strong and self sustaining program. The numbers have grown from 4
students to 21 students. There are also many prospective students joining the
middle school next year. Our middle school has a very bright future with many
exciting developments thanks to the work of Tony and his team. I also want to thank
Tony for his leadership and supporting me in leading the curriculum at EtonHouse

Wuxi. We thank you for all your efforts Tony and wish you and Nat and family all the

best as you take up The Director of Teaching and Learning appointment in a Private

Boarding school in Victoria, Australia.
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Swimming Carnival June 30t - 10.30 am

Mr. Michael Anderson- Year 4/5 Teacher

Michael joined the EtonHouse Family 2 years ago and has helped run many school
events such as the Cross Country and Fun Sports Day. Michael has been a terrific
contributor to our PYP program as well as teaching a vibrant Year 4/5 program.
We thank you for all your efforts Michael and wish you all the best as you take up

an appointment in an International School in Bangkok.
Mr. Peter Donkin- Humanities and English MYP Teacher

Peter joined the EtonHouse Family 2 years ago and has helped run many school
events such as the Swimming Program and staff training in Emergency procedures,
first aid and water safety. Peter has been a terrific contributor to our MYP program
helping grow the Middle School into a strong and self sustaining program. We thank
you for all your efforts Peter and wish you all the best as you take up a MYP
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Mr. Beau - Korean SCL

Beau joined our family in September last year. He had never been in a position like SCL
before but he jumped into the job with vigor, willingness to listen and learn and so
much passion that soon he had won the trust and support of our Korean families. Beau
has helped us market our school and see the growth of students enrolling into
EtonHouse increase significantly. We thank you for all your efforts Beau and wish
you all the best as you take up a Personal Training appointment in a brand new

gymnasium back in Korea.

Our Swimming Carnival will be held next Wednesday 30t June starting at 10.30 am at the American Fitness Centre.

All parents are invited to come and watch and support their children in this end of year swimming event. A

program will be emailed to you on Tuesday.

Book Covering Parent Help needed _ Wednesday 30t June 12.30 pm

Our literacy books and Mathematics program finally arrived last week. We have over 800 new reading books as well as a

complete mathematics program ready to start the new year. So we can use the books from day 1 next September we

need parent helpers to come in and help us cover them and stamp them. If you are able to stay after the swimming

carnival please join us in the school library to cover the books. | want to thank once again Kuriko, Yayoi and Anne for



coming in and checking the inventory of all these resources. Great job ladies. Please note if you are staying from the

carnival to help out please join us for lunch in the school canteen.

End of Year Assembly and Parent/Student/Teachers’ Farewell - Wednesday 30t June
starting at 2.30 pm

Our final assembly will be held on Wednesday 30" June. All classes will be singing a song that Mrs Yemm our Music
Teacher has taught them. Following the assembly we want parents to stay and join with us in some refreshments to
celebrate the end of the year and to help us say farewell to Families and Teachers who will be leaving the EtonHouse

Family.

Reports and Portfolios - home on Friday 2rd July
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we will be finishing at 1.30pm on Friday.

Community Survey Results

A reasonable response was received by our parents in completing the online community survey, (35%).

The strongest message | summarized was that whilst our staff and teaching and learning programs are well received by
parents we need to continue to strive for excellence. Our EAL, Mandarin, Mathematics and Literacy programs need to
continue improving. It is reassuring that these 4 areas are actually priorities for us next year. The other feedback was
that our Canteen needs to improve. This is a constant area we spend energy on and will continue seeking ways to

improve the quality of food your child is served at our school.

Finally | was really please to see that parents value our staff and perceive them to be caring, approachable and
passionate about educating your child. | absolutely agree with these findings and know that we can as a partnership,
continue to build on our efforts to make EtonHouse Wuxi a school of excellence. Thank you to those that contributed to

this survey.

Year Book out this week - and it’s sensational!!!
The year book has been printed and one copy per familywill be sent home this week. Additional copies can be
purchased at school for 100rmb each. This is to help cover the cost of prinBtegase contact Joanna at the Reception

to order you extra copies.

We cannot say enough or show enough our deep appreciation to Mrs Anne Oeding who once again worked tirelessly
and generously in collating, designing and coordinating the massive Year Book project. Thank you Anne you have made a
sensational Year Book for all of us to cherish. We will miss you next year as you head off to Bangkok with your family.

Thanks for being a big part of EtonHouse!



Finally I want to wish you all a safe and enjoyable summer break. To those that are leaving us, thank you for being

a part of EtonHouse. We wish you all the very best in your new positions and schools.
We will recommence next year on Monday August 30th,

Our teachers will start earlier and be participating in Professional Learning that will focus on teaching the Literacy

and Mathematics program as well as working with PYP and MYP curriculum.

Our student numbers are constantly increasing with a starting enrolment of over 110 students!!! We have had to

appoint a new Canadian Year 1 Teacher (Ms Melissa Polansky) this week so we can run two Year 1 classes. Wow!
A complete list of teaching staff next year will be posted up on our website as soon as possible.

Thank you for your continued support. Have a great summer break and I look forward to working with you all

again in the new school year. J

Yours sincerely,

Rob Stewart

Principal
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